Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



L:-r 



BISHOP OOLENSO 



{objections to THB mSTOBICAL TRUTH OF THE PENTATEUCH] 



ANSWERED 



BY 



HIS OWN CONCESSIONS AND OMISSIONS. 



BTTHB 

EEV. GEORGE S. INGRAM. 



LONDON: 
WILLIAM FREEMAN, 102 FLEET STREET. . 

1863. 



/oo. o. 




PREFACE. 



As there are already many Eeplies to Colenso before 
the public^ the Author's reasons for adding to them 
his Essay are — first, That it is published at the request 
of the Literary Society for whose members it was 
originally prepared; and, secondly, That it adopts 
certain lines of argument not employed in any of the 
other Defences of the Pentateuch which have come 
under his notice. 
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PART I. 

THE bishop's CHAB6E OF HISTORICAL INCBEDIBILTTY 
AGAINST THE PEISTTATEUCH BEFUTED BT HIS CONCES- 
SIONS. 

Abe Bishop Colenso's objections to the historical 
truth of the Pentateuch tenable ? is a very natiu:ul ques- 
tion for any one to ask who has uot had the opportunity 
of looking into the character and grounds of these objec- 
tions. But from all patient inquirers who investigate 
them, with the appliances necessary to a full and fair 
examination, there is likely to be returned but one answer, 
and that a decided negative. In the results reached by 
him, there is much of what is naturally and morally un- 
true and impossible. In the investigations wh^ch have 
led him to his results, he has made such omimons of 
facts and princi^es essentially connected with, and ex- 
planatory o^ the matters whose truth he impeaches ; and 
he has made such concesmns as are, in the nature of 
things, altogether incompatible with his conclusions, 
that, perhaps, we shall best serve the interests of truth 
by shewing how these concessions and omissions neces- 
sarily overturn his objections to the historical veracious- 
ness of the sacred books he assails. 

A 



2 EESULT OP COLENSO'S INQUIKY. 

Passiiig by the fact that he wrote to England for works 
treating of the subjects of his doubts^ in the early part 
of 1861, and that he published his conclusions long be- 
fore 1862 had expired, thus shewing that he had given 
no adequate amount of time and thought to a subject so 
extensive and grave, — ^we would quote his own words as 
to the results arrived at by him. In page 12 of his Pre- 
face, he writes : — " If I cannot find the means of doing 
away with my present difficulties, I see not how I can 
retain my episcopal office, in the discharge of which I 
must require from others a solemn declaration that they 
* unfeignedly believe all the canonical scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament,' which, with the evidence now 
before me, it is impossible wholly to believe in." In 
page 8 of his Introductory Kemarks, he says : — " The re- 
sult of my inquiry is this, that I have arrived at the con- 
viction, — as pain^ to myself at first as it may be to my 
reader, though painful now no longer under the clear 
shining of the light of Truth, — that the Pentateuch, as 
a whole, cannot possibly have been written by Moses, or 
by any oiie personally acquainted with the facts which it 
professes to describe ; and, further, that the (so-ca]led) 
Mosaic narrative, by whomsoever written, and though im- 
parting to us, as I fiilly believe it does, revelations of the 
Divine will and character, cannot be regarded as kU- 
torically truer In page 10, he adds : — " I wish to repeat 
here most distinctly that my reason for no longer receiv- 
ing the Pentateuch as historically true, is not that I find 
insuperable difficulties with regard to the miradeSy or 
supernatural revelations of Almighty God recorded in it ; 
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but solely that I cannot, as a true man, consent any 
longer to shut my eyes to the absolute, palpable self-con- 
tradictions of the narrative." 

Now, observe, that it is what the Bishop calls " the 
absolute, palpable self-contradictions of the narrative,*' 
which form his " reason for no longer receiving the Pen- 
tateuch as historically true." If there were such in it, 
no one could blame him for his conclusion. But he pro- 
fesses to believe in the greatest and most palpable self- 
contradiction ever uttered — ^viz., "That the (so-called) 
Mosaic narrative," which " cannot be regarded as histori- 
cally true," yet " imparts to us revelations of the Divine 
will and character." This, he says, " I fully believe it 
does ;" the plain meaning of which is, that the God of 
truth has given us real revelations of His will and char- 
acter in a history which is not true ! — that God has made 
fables the basis upon which He has built the most 
momentous truths He has ever revealed to man ! This 
would be more unnatural than expecting to find grapes 
on thorns, or figs on thistles. The narratives of the 
Pentateuch profess not to be fables or parables, but his- 
tories, — ^records of real events which reveal the will and 
character of God. Dr Colenso " fully believes" in the 
truths of the revelations, but regards the events through 
which they are made as \intrue. Now this is as impossible 
as it is for a pure ray of light to be refracted through a 
coloured medium. Grod uses parables to illustrate truth 
already revealed ; but He has never yet been known to 
employ events which never took place to reveal that truth. 
The Bishop seems not to see that if the things recorded 
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in the narratives did not really come to pass, — as he 
asserts they never did, — then there could have been no 
" revelations of the Divine will and character," which he 
says he '^ fiilly believes*' the untrue or fiibulous narra- 
tives have " imparted to us." So closely are the disclo- 
sures or doctrines of the entire Bible interwoven with its 
histories, that if the latter be fabulous, the former must 
be so too. They must, in the very nature of things, 
stand or fall together, as certainly as a cargo must 
float or sink with the ship which carries it in her 
hold. Were the i^ishop to stand in one of our docks, 
and see ^ cargo of Indian produce discharged from a 
vessel, and say, *' I fully believe in the genuineness of 
the cargo, as having come from India, but I cannot re- 
gard the ship which imported it as a real ship, she is 
only a phantom /* he would not be uttering a greater 
'^ self-contradiction" than he does in telling us that he 
believes in the revelations of God's will and character 
imparted to us by events ^'historically untrue" — ^that is, 
events which never had an existence. 

But this is not all. Dr Colenso also says :-^" I find 
no insuperable difficulties with regard to the miracles " 
recorded in the Pentateuch. Here again he avows 
his belief in an '' absolute, palpable self-contradiction." 
He believes in the miracles found recorded in a narrative 
which he says is " historically untrue." Now, what are 
the* miracles of the Pentateuch but a part, and a large 
part, of the narratives ? If the ordinary events written 
in these books be fables, by what laws of language or of 
logic can it be maintained that the miraculous events 
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are not fables also 9 The very events which the 
Bishop repudiates as fabtUous are so intimately inter- 
laced with the mirctdes, that he must, to be consistent 
repudiate both. The two classes of events must be re- 
jected or retained together. If a writer be found telling 
ten or twenty deliberate falsehoods about ordinary 
events, how can you possibly believe him when he tells 
you of as many eo^ro-ordinary ones ? The man who is 
able to believe in the truth of super-nAtxmi events, and 
yet discredits scores of natural ones, recorded side by 
side with them, yea, dovetailed ini^ them, must possess 
a mind having the virtue of IthurieFs spear. Whether 
the Bishop of Natal is so gifted as to detect by a glance 
the false, and separate it from the true, we shall have op- 
portunities of judging from the specimens of his mental 
feats which shall come before out^ notice. And not one 
of the least of them is, that, in the same paragraph in 
which he informs us that he can ** no longer receive the 
Pentateuch as historically true,** but '* finds no insuper- 
able difficulties with regard to the miracles or super- 
natural revelations of Almighty God recorded in it,'* — in 
the close of that same paragraph he writes :-t" I could 
believe and receive the miracles of Scripture heartily, if 
only they were authenticated by a veracious history, 
though if this is not the case with the Pentateuch, any 
miracles which rest on such an unstable support must 
necessarily fall to the ground with it.** Now, he has al- 
ready told us plainly that the Pentateuch is not a " vera- 
cious history ;" therefore, on his own logic, and in his 
own words, 'Hhe miracles which rest on such an unstable 
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support must fall to the ground with it." He thus at 
last throws overboard both the ordinary and the miracu- 
lous events of the Pentateuch as fables, or, to use his own 
language, as being not " veracious history." But, three 
pages further on, he repents of this wholesale massaxjre of 
the miracles, and makes the following wonderful restifu- 
tion : — " The truth, in the present instance, as I have 
said, is this — ^that the Pentateuch, as a whole, was not 
written by Moses j and that with respect to some, at 
least, of the chief portions of the story, it cannot be re- 
garded as historically true. It does not, therefore, cease 
to * contain the true Word of God,' with all things neces- 
sary for salvation It still remains an integral 

portion of that Book, which, ^ whatever intermixture it 
may shew of human elements, — of error, infirmity, pas- 
sion, and ignorance, — 4ias yet, through God's providence, 
and the special working of His Spirit on the minds of its 
writers, been the means of revealing unto us His True 
Name, the Name of the only living and true God, and 
has all along been, and, as far as we know, will never 
cease to be, the mightiest instrument in the hand of the 
Divine Teacher for awakening in our minds just concep- 
tions of His Character, and of His gracious and merciful 
dealings with the children of men." (Introductory Re- 
marks, page 13.) 

Now, all this is most extraordinary. After telling us, 
in plainest terms, that the narratives and miracles of the 
Pentateuch were not " veracious history," he then says 
that it is only " some of the chief portions of the story that 
cannot be regarded as historically true.'' But the most 
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startling element in his statement is, that with even 
some of its chief portions not historically true, the Penta- 
teuch still " contains the true Word of God, with all things 
necessary for salvation,*^ and is a portion of that Book, 
which, though having in it a mixture of error and igno- 
rance, God still uses to reveal His character and merciful 
dealings with the children of men. The plain meaning 
of this is, that the Bible is a compound of fable and fact, 
and that as such God is using it in revealing Himself to 
us, and saving our souls ! This is an titter impossibility, 
" God is light," but He cannot reveal light hj darkness, 
any more than He can shew noonday by midnight. 
" God is love," but He cannot express love by fabulous 
statements, any more than He can exhibit power by 
weakness, or health by sickness, or beauty by deformity, 
or life by death. The apostle of the Gentiles, who wrote 
under the unerring guidance of the Spirit of God, says, 
" "Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written 
for our learning, that we, through patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures, might have hope." But how can we 
learn patience and receive hope from the Scriptures if 
they be, as Bishop Colenso represents them, a mixture 
of truth and error, of passion and ignorance 1 It is in 
the moral world as it is in the natural. The breeze that 
plays around us in the field is, when pure, bracing in its 
effects ; but let it receive on its passage only a few par- 
ticles of malaria from some stagnant pool, and all its own 
elements of freshness and fragrance which it has drawn 
from the sea or from the mountains, from the bosom of 
crystal streams, or from the fiower-beds of gardens, shall 
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not be able to shield us from the poison with which 
those few infinitesimal atoms of miasma have tainted and 
charged that otherwise healthful wind. So is it with 
spiritual truth. That truth in its purity is a breeze 
from the realms of heaven ; and in its purity, its action 
on the soul is healing. But let only a few particles of 
error, or ** cunninglyrdevised fable," incorporate them- 
selves with it, and its celestial purity is gone, and with 
it goes its healing power. The slumbering and sunny 
lake will reflect with the distinctness and correctness of 
life j but let a breath only touch and ripple its surface, 
and suddenly dimness and distortion wiU mark eveiy 
image it gives back. So the pure and peaceful bosom of 
those living waters, which reflects to us the likeness of 
Gk>d clear as sunlight, if but a breath of falsehood rest 
upon it, the image of our Divine Father will lose its dis- 
tinctness, and therefore its truth, just as the dimness in 
which twilight presents objects mars in our vision their 
true proportions and their accurate forms. God could 
no more reveal Himself to us through a Bible corrupted 
by error and ignorance than could the summer heavens 
give us a reflection of their cloudless and tranquil azure 
from a troubled and turbid pool. "Not could the Divine 
Spirit quicken souls "dead in trespasses and sins" by 
the instrumentality of fable or falsehood, any more than 
He could " renew the face of the earth*' in spring by 
means of a blighting wind, or ripen the fruits of the field 
in summer by mildew. Therefore, the very concessions 
made by Bishop Colenso, — " That the so-called Mosaic 
narrative, by whomsoever written, has imparted to us 



CHRIST 8 TESTIMONY TO THE PEBTTATEUCH. 9 

revelations of the Divine will and character f and " That 

it still remains an integral part of that Book 

which has all along been, and, as far as we know, will 
never cease to be, the mightiest instrument in the hand 
of the Divine Teacher for awakening in onr minds just 
conceptions of His character, and of His gracious and 
merciful dealings with the children of men," — these con- 
cessions of what God has done by an instrumentalitj in 
which the narratives of the Pentateuch form no insig- 
nificant element, must prove these narratives to be true, 
as clearly as a ship's having accomplished in safety a 
most stormy and perilous voyage, attests, beyond aH con- 
troversy, the competency of her captain and the strength 
or completeness of her build. 

But this Prelate's impeachment of the historical por- 
tions of the Pentateuch has led him not only to say that 
God has revealed Himself through a corrupted written 
Word, but also through an imperfect liviTig Word. Re- 
membering that our Lord often referred to events re- 
corded in the Pentateuch as if they were '* historically 
true," the Bishop, to weaken, if possible, the force of this 
strdng testimony against his conclusion, says, among other 
things, — "At what period of His (Christ's) life upon 
earth is it to be supposed that He had granted to Him, 
as the Bon of Man, mpemaUtrally full and accurate in- 
formation on these points, so that He shoidd be expected 
to speak about the Pentateuch in other terms than any 
other devout Jew of that day would have employed? 
Why should it be thought that He would speak with 
certain Divine knowledge on this matter more than upon 
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other matters of ordinary science or history V* (Preface, 
pages 31, 32.) 

To these questions there are facts in the life of our 
Lord, omitted by Dr Colenso, which supply answers 
directly opposed to his theory. Jesus said, — "As my 
Father hath taught me, I speak these things.*' " I am 
the light of the world ; he that folio weth me shall not 
abide in darkness." " For this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth." If • 
these statements mean anything, it is that Jesus had the 
knowledge which could detect and expose any fabulous 
element in the Old Testament's histories ; and had there 
been any such elements. He would have expunged them, 
for He charged the traditions of the Rabbis with hiding 
the truth of Scripture, saying, " Ye make the word of 
God of none effect through your tradition." The burning 
zeal for the purity of His Father's temple, which led Him 
twice to cast out of it the traffickers who were polluting 
it, woull surely not have been less in leading Him to 
expel falsehoods from the sacred page of His Father's 
book, had there ever any crept into it. If Christ did 
not know whether, in reality, the Pentateuch was written 
by Moses, or whether its narratives were fsu^ts or fables, 
then He was not qualified "to bear witness unto the 
truth." And if these narratives were fabulous, and see- 
ing that He knew that the whole Jewish nation believed 
them to be records of facts, He, in speaking of them 
Himself as such, would have been deceiving the people. 
This is the conclusion to which Bishop Colenso has shut 
himself up. He assumes that he knows more about the 
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Fentateach than did He '' in whom are hid all the trea- 
fiures of wisdom and knowledge/' A modem Bishop is 
better informed as to the authorship of the books attri- 
buted to Moses than was He of whom Moses wrote ! A 
modern critic has detected falsehoods in the Old Testa- 
ment which eluded the all-searching eve of Him who 
"hath brought life and immortality to light" in the 
New ! The twinkling rays of a tiny star have driven 
darkness from nooks, and disclosed pitfalls which the 
meridian beams of the great Sun were not able to reach 
and reveal ! The man who can thus arrogate to himself 
keener powers of detecting error than were possessed by 
" God manifest in the flesh/* can hardly be expected to 
pay much deference to the written Word of God; there- 
fore the following statement need not take us by sur- 
prise. In page 12 of his Introductory Kemarks, he 
writes thus : — " Our belief in the living God remains as 
sure as ever, though not the Pentateuch only, but the 

whole Bible were removed. And it is perhaps 

(xod's will that we should be taught in this our day, 
among other precious lessons, not to build up our faith 
upon a book, though it be the Bible itself, but to realise 
more truly the blessedness of knowing that He himself, 
the living God, our Father and Friend, is nearer and 
closer to us than any book can be ; that His Voice within 
the heart may be heard continually by the obedient child 
that listens for it ; and thM shall be our Teacher and 
Guide in the path of duty, which is the path of life, when 
all other helpers— even the words of the Best of Books — 
may fail us." 
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This extract can only have one meaning, which is dear 
as noon — ^namely, That the Bible is not necessary to our 
hnoioing God^a character and vnll. If this be so, — if 
" God's voice within the heart " is to be " our teacher 
and guide in the path of duty when even the words of 
the Best of Books may fail us/' then of what use has the 
Bible been to us ? If " God's voice within the heart" be 
a sufficient teacher and guide, the Bible has been as un- 
necessary as would be two suns to lighten our world. 
That God has put a conscience into each breast is true ; 
but, owing to' our liking for sin, the conscience gets 
darkened and blunted, — ^the innate convictions of right 
and wrong become so weak, that the will and the pas- 
sions master and silence them, and then the statement 
of Scripture comes to be verified — " God is not in all our 
thoughts." The human race lost the knowledge of the 
true God ; and the history of the most civilised nations 
of antiquity is one stupendous proof that, of himself, 
man could never find it. Among all the ancient peoples 
of whom we know anything, none were closer students 
of the works of God around them, and the voice of God 
within them, than were the Greeks. For centuries their 
philosophers and moralists and poets thought and 
speculated and sang ; and at the end of some thirteen 
hundred years we see the result of all their endeavours to 
find out the living and tfue God, on an altar in the 
heart of Athens, bearing this inscription, — " To the 
Unknown God." This was the issue to which the in- 
ward teacher and guide— which Dr Colenso thinks will 
be sufiicient in the absence of the Bible— conducted the 
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ancient Greeks, — a people with the subtlest intellect, the 
richest fancy, and the finest taste known in history. And 
had it not been for that " Best of Books," of which the 
Pentateuch was the first instalment, we, in the nine- 
teenth century, should have been no nearer the know- 
ledge of God than were the men of Athens on the day 
Paid was called by them " a setter-forth of strange gods, 
because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection." 
How is it that now any field-labourer knows more of 
God than is to be found in all the ancient literature of 
the whole Gentile world ? How is it that a little child 
in any of our Christian families, or in our Sunday-schools, 
could return answers to questions about God and immor- 
tality, which sages, like Socrates and Plato would have 
given all they had to have known 1 It is entirely owing 
to the Bible, which Bishop Golenso tells us we might do 
without ; for he says : — ^' It is perhaps God's will that 
we should be taught in this our day, among other pre- 
cious lessons, not to build up our faith upon a book, 
though it may be the Bible itself.*' Where he can have 
learnt that it is a '^ precious lesson" to be taught not to 
build our faith on the Word of God, we know not ; and 
he does not tell us ; but of this we are sure — ^it was not 
in the Bible he found it Indeed, he himself repudiates 
such a thought, although he has given expression to it, 
for he states that the Bible " has aU along been, and as 
far as we know, vnU never cecue to be, the mightiesfc in- 
strument in the hand of the Divine Teacher for awaken- 
ing in our minds just co];iceptions of His character, and 
of His gracious and merciful dealings with the children 
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of men." Thus what the Bishop builds with one hand, 
he demolishes with the other. And this is seen further, 
if it be borne in mind that what he terms " God's voice 
within the heart " was in man before a line of the Penta- 
teuch was vn'itten ; and if this voice be sufficient to supply 
the Bible's place, should the Bible be withdrawn, it must 
have been sufficient to fill the Bible's office before the 
Bible came into existence; therefore the Pentateuch 
could have added nothing to what man formerly knew of 
God from " His voice within the heart ;" and yet Dr 
Colenso tells us that the Pentateuch has imparted " refve- 
lations of the Divine will and character," — a thing im- 
possible if man has in his heart a ** teacher and guide" 
fitted to take the place of the " Best of Books,'' because 
he must have known from this 'Heacher and guide" 
within him all that the Bible tells him ; and if so, how 
could the Pentateuch impart to him revelations of God, 
seeing that revelations are things disclosed, not before 
known ? So that the Bishop's own concession that the 
Pentateuch has imparted revelations of God, is a refuta- 
tion of his own assertion, that " God's voice within the 
heart " would be able to teach and guide us without the 
Bible. Yea, the Bishop's whole official life is a refuta- 
tion of it also ; for if this " voice within the heart " be 
able, according to his assertion, to supply the place of the 
Bible, what need was there for him to go out as a mis- 
sionary to the Zulus, and translate the Bible into their 
language 1 Why not have left God's voice in the Zulus' 
hearts to teach and guide them ? 



PART II. 

THE bishop's charges OP SELF-CONTRADICTION ANSWERED 

BY HIS OMISSIONS. 

We have endeavoured to shew the service rendered, 
in support of the truth of the Pentateuch, by Dr Col- 
enso's concessions. Let us now see how far his omissions 
render a similar service, and especially in meeting what 
he calls ''the absolute, palpable self-contradictions of 
the narratives." There are many of the objections to 
the truth of the Mosaic histories which he starts so 
obviously frivolous, and which carry their own refuta- 
tion in their verv face, that we shall not waste time in 
noticing them, but shall examine those of a graver and 
more difficult nature : — 

I. " The Family of Jvdah!* — Dr Colenso thinks that 
Judah was not more than forty- two years old when he 
went down with Jacob to Egypt ; and he assumes from 
Gen. xlvi. 12, that Hezron and Hamul, Judah's grand- 
sons, were bom in Canaan, and asserts that this is '' cer- 
tainly incredible," as the previous events of Judah's history 
must have required more time to have elapsed before his 
son Pharez could have had children. (Pages 18-19.) 

We can see nothing in the narrative which proves that 
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Hezron and Hamul were bom in Canaan. In ver. 26, 
it is said, — ''All the souls that came with Jacob into 
Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob's sons' 
wives, were threescore and six," — " which," says Dr Col- 
enso, " they would not be without Hezron and HamuL" 
But, in ver. 27, it is said, — " And the sons of Joseph, 
which were bom him in Egypt, were two souls : all the 
souls of the house of Jacob which came into Egypt were 
threescore and ten." In Deut. x. 22, it is written, — 
" Thy £9ithers went down into Egypt with threescore and 
ten persons." Here the two sons of Joseph, who were 
bom in Egypt, and who, along with their father, were 
residing in Egypt at the time Jacob entered it, are 
included among those who '' went down into EgyptJ* 
There is therefore no more ground for saying that the 
grandsons of Judah were bom in Canaan because they 
are named with those who "went down into Egypt," 
than for saying that the sons of Joseph were bom in 
Canaan. The expression, " went down into Egypt," is 
merely equivalent to settled in Egypt^ as the fact of 
Joseph's sons being included among those who "went 
down into Egypt" clearly shews. So that no valid argu- 
ment against the credibility of the narrative can be 
founded on such phraseology as is used concerning Judah's 
grandsons. And if the history of Judah prior to his 
going down to Egypt requires more time than would 
allow of his son Pharez having children bom in Canaan, 
then we are free to conclude that these children were, 
like Joseph's, bom in Egypt. Thus the fact omitted by 
Dr Colenso, that similar language is used respecting 
Joseph's sons who were not bom in Canaan, as is used 
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concerning Judah's grandsons, answers his charge of in- 
credibility against this part of the Mosaic narrative. 

11. *• The number of the Israelites at the time of the 
Exodus^ — In Num. ii. 32, the number of men among 
the Israelites fit for war is given at 603,550. This 
number Dr Colenso calculates as representing a popula- 
tion of not less than two millions. But he considers it 
impossible that such a large population could have, in 
215 years, the time of their sojourn in Egypt, sprung' 
from the fifty-one grandsons of Jacob. (Pages 102-105.) 

Several ancient writers — Aristotle, Pliny, Plutarch, 
Seneca, and Strabo — mention Egyptian women as re- 
markable for their fecundity. For a time, at least, 
Jacob's descendants must have, like Joseph, married- 
Egyptians. And their fruitfulness is clearly asserted in 
Scripture. Thus, of the Israelites it is, said, " They grew 
and multiplied exceedingly." (Exod. i. 7,) " The children 
of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and 
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty ; and the land 
was filled with them ;" (ver. 12.) More than half a cen- 
tury before the exodus, Pharaoh said, " Behold, the people 
of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we," 
(Exod. i. 9.) Besides this, it should be remembered that 
Abraham had 318 male servants, ** born in his house," 
and made a portion of his family or tribe by circumcision, 
(Gen. xiv. 14, xvii. 23.) Isaac inherited these, for it is 
said he had ** great store of servants," (Gen. xxvi. 14) 
Jacob also said, '^ I have men-servants and women-ser- 
vants," (Gen. xxxii. 5.) These would be reckoned as, 
belonging to his house, and their descendants after them. 

B 
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Bappose liiiii, then, to baTe had mdj aboat the half of 
what Abraham had, adil from them, in the eoane of 
215 jesaXy a popidation of serenJ bimdred thousands 
would springy which would help to swell laigelj the 
numben reckoned as belonging to Israel, and of which 
mention is made in £xod« xiL 38, where, of the Israelites' 
leaving 'Egypt, it is said, '* And a mixed multitude went 
up also with them." But apart from tMs, the language 
of Scripture, above quoted, as to the rapid or large in- 
crease of the descendants proper of Jacob, we think^ 
warrants the following calculations respecting his fiftj- 
one grandsons. Suppose tbej each married at twenly-K>ne 
jears of age, and on an average had seven children each in 
fifteen jears, the result in 215 years, the time thej re- 
mained in Egypt, may be seen by the following figures : — 
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Thos^ in 216 years, we have a population ottixmillioni 



THE PASSOVER. 19 

springing from Jacob's fifty-one grandsons, at the mode- 
rate increase of a child born to each on an average every 
two years for fourteen yeara But suppose a third of 
these to have died at one time or another, still it leaves 
a population oi four millions, being two millions more 
than Bishop Colenso says could have been expected to 
spring f):om Jacob's grandsons. There is therefore no- 
thing unnatural or impossible in finding in such a popu- 
lation 603,550 men fit to carry arms. 

III. ^^ The Institution of the Passover" — Of this Dr 
Colenso says, "In one single day the whole immense 
population of Israel, as large as that of London, was 
instructed to keep the passover, and actually did keep 
it. I have said, * in one single day ; ' for the first notice 
of any such feast to be kept is given in this very chapter, 
(Exod. xiL,) where we find it written, (ver. 12,) 'I will 
pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite 
all the first-born in the land of Egypt' " Then he refers 
to ver. 3 and 6, where the people are told to take the 
lamb on the tenth day, and keep it till the fourteenth ; and 
then he says, "The story as it now stands, with the 
directions about taking the lamb on the tenth day, and 
keeping it till the fourteenth, are perplexing and con- 
tradictory." (Pages 54, 55,} 

In this we are unable to see anything " perplexing or 
contradictory." In ver. 3 and 6 Moses receives a com- 
mand for the people to take the lamb on the tenth day of 
the month, and to keep it, and kill it on the fourteenth ; 
and in ver. 12 God informs him further what He should 
do to the Egyptians on the same niglU as the Israelite 
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were to kill the lamb, and calls it " this night." He had, 
from ver. 6, been telling Moses what the Israelites should 
do on the night of the fourteenth ; and in ver. 12, when 
He proceeds to tell him what should be done to the Egyp- 
tians on the very same night, He calls it this night, — that 
is, the night of which He had just been speaking; and 
not, as Dr Colenso asserts, the night of the day in which 
He was speaking, as a slight attention to the context 
would have shewn him ; and would also have saved him 
from the mistake of saying that the Israelites, " when 
suddenly summoned to depart, hastened at a moment's 
notice to borrow in all directions from the Egyptians," 
(p. 56.) He mistakes the repetition of the fact that the 
Israelites borrowed from the Egyptians, given in Exod. 
xiL 35, 36, for the Jlrst intimation of it given in chap, 
xi. 2, 3. And he overlooks the assurance given to the 
Israelites before the tenth day of the month, that on the 
fourteenth they should depart out of Egypt ; and shoidd , 
eat the passover, ready to depart, " with their loins 
girded, their shoes on their feet, and their staff in their 
hand." 

But he raises another difficulty about the passover, 
which he thinks militates against the truth of the narra- 
tive. He calculates that a population so large as the 
Israelites were would have * required 150,000 lambs to 
have observed the passover with ; and that this number 
of " male lambs of the first year " would have required a 
flock much larger than there was pasture for in the land 
of Goshen. (Pages 58, 59.) 

If Bishop Colenso would turn to 2 Chron. xxxv., he 
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will there find an account of a passover, of which it is 
said, " There was no passover like to that kept in Israel 
from the days of Samuel the prophet ; neither did all the 
kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and 
the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel 
that were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem," 
(ver. 18.) We have also given us, (ver. 7-9,) the num- 
ber of lambs slain on that occasion, which was 37,600. 
If, then, at this time, when the Hebrews must have been 
some ten or twelve millions more than when they left 
Egypt, 37,600 lambs sufficed for this largest passover on 
record, surely even a less number would have sufficed for 
the Jir8t passover? So that 12,000 lambs would have 
been nearer the number required for the passover ob- 
served in Egypt than 150,000. 

JT. " The March out of Egypt:'— Oi it Dr Colenso 
writes : — " We have this vast body of people of all ages 
summoned to start, according to the story, at a moment's 

notice Kemembering, as I do, the confusion in 

my own small household of thirty or forty persons, when 
once we were obliged to fly at dead of night, having been 
roused from our beds by a false alarm, .... I do not 
hesitate to declare this statement to be utterly incredible 
and impossible. Were an English village of (say) two 
thousand people to be called suddenly to set out in this 
way, with old people, young children and infants, what 
indescribable distress there would be ! But what shall 
be said of a thousand times as many ? And what of the 
^ick and infirm, or the women in recent or immediate 
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childbirth, in a population like that of Losdok, where the 
births are 264 a-daj, or ab<nU one every Jive minutes f " 
(Pages 61, 62,) 

'Sow, to this we saj, first. That the narratiTe clearl j 
shews that the Israelites did not " start at a moment's 
notice.** From the daj Moses retnmed to Egypt to de- 
mand their liberation, thej were in daily expectation of 
departure ; and we have seen that they received at least 
four dayi special warning of the honr in which they 
should leave Egypt. Secondly, as to their sick and infirm, 
had Dr Coleoso read Ps. cv. 37, he wonld have found it 
written, *' There was not one feMe person among their 
tribes ;^ and this' is confirmed by the exodus being in 
other places of Scripture represented as a miracle. Thus 
it is said, *' The children of Israel went out with an high 
hand," (Num. xxxiiL 3.) " The Lord thy God brought 
thee out thence through a mighty hand, and by a 
stretched-out arm," (Deut. v. 15.) The same God who 
shielded the Israelites from the plagues with which He 
afflicted the Egyptians — who cleaved for them a passage 
through the waters of the sea — and for forty years led 
them in the desert, and fed them with manna from 
heaven, and during that long period kept their raiment 
from waxing old, and their feet from swelling, was not 
likely to leave them to start unheeded by His watchful 
eye, or unguided and unguarded by His almighty arm. 
Surely the same hand that directs the stars in their 
courses could find no difficulty in bringing out a few 
millions of people from Egypt with as much order and 
safety as mark the marching of the planets 1 And the 
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record says so : " It came to pass the self-same day, that 
the Lord did bring the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt 6y tlieir armies,*' — ^that is, in marshalled order, 
(Exod. xii. 51.) And had it been necessary to obtain 
conveyances for their children, we see no difficulty in 
their having possessed them ; for, about thirteen months 
after they had left Egypt, it is said, "The princes of 
Israel, heads of the house of their fathers, brought an 
offering before the Lord of six covered waggons, and 
twelve oxen for the service of the tabernacle," (Num. 
vii. 3.) If they could supply such conveyances in the 
wilderness, is it likely they could have had any difficulty in 
getting them, had they required them, on leaving Egypt ? 
If God gave His people such favour in the eyes of the « 
Egyptians as to induce them to give the Israelites their 
jewels, it is not probable that they would have withheld 
waggons had they asked for them. And as to the idea 
of the Hebrews marching out fifty men abreast, and thus 
"forming a dense column more than twenty-two miles 
hng^* which Dr Colenso computes they must have done, 
(p. 63,) he forgets the genius for order possessed by 
Moses, and distinguishing all the Hebrev^ leaders in every 
age, down to a Greater than them all, Who, as He fed in 
the desert the thousands who followed Him, made them 
sit down in companies of fifties and hundreds. Moses 
was certainly not the man to extend the line of his people 
to the unwieldy length of twenty-two miles, when he 
could have marshalled and marched them within a fourth 
of that space. Had there been in the exodus a vestige 
of the disorder and unmanageableness which have led 
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,Bi«hcp Colenso to declare \i ^tohe tttUrly incredible and 
'^jLTfi/pombUJ^ we never nbotild hare had ibis testimonj 
from the royal and inspired bard of Zion — ^' Thou led- 
de«t thy people like a flock bj the hand of Moeee and 
Aaron/' (P«. Ixxrii. 20,) 

V. " The Number of the Prie$ti at the Exodus, eompa/red 
with their Duties, and the Provision made for them^ — ^Dr 
Oolenso refers to the duties of the priests as to the offer- 
ings they had to present, and asks how, for some of these 
offerings, ** turtle-dores or young pigeons'* could be found 
to the extent required in the wilderness ; and asks how 
it was possible for Aaron and his two sons to have done 
« ' all the duties imposed on them by a population as large 
as that of London, and how they could have eaten all the 
meat from the various sacrifices commanded to be eaten 
by the priests in the holy place ; and pronounces the 
whole thing impossible. (Pages 122-130.) 

Now, one important thing overlooked here by Dr 
Oolenso is — That though the laws of their religious obser- 
vances were given to the Israelites while in the desert, yet 
many of them were not meant to be observed, and could 
not be observed vm.til they were settled in Canaan. Thus 
Moses said — '* The Lord commanded me at that time to 
teach you statutes, that ye might do them in the land 
whither ye go over to possess it," (Deut. iv. 14.) Among 
these not observed during the pilgrimage in the wilder- 
ness was oircumcisiont (Joshua v. 5.) And if this was 
dispensed with during that time, it is strong presump- 
tive proof that the offering by mothers of ''a young 
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pigeon or a turtle-dove '* was dispensed with also, espe- 
cially as the time required for that offering dated " three- 
and-thirty days " from the day of her chUdHs circumcision, 
(Ley. xii. 3, 4.) But even had it not been so, we cannot 
see the difficulty which the Bishop sees ahoiit obtaining 
pigeons in the desert; because it is clear from many 
parts of Scripture that there were plenty of them in the 
wildernesses. Thus — '' Oh that I had wings like a 
dove ! for then would I fly away, and be at rest. Lo, 
then would I wander far off, and remain in the wilder- 
ness, " (Ps. Iv. 6, 7.) " O ye that dwell in Moab, leave 
the cities, and dwell in the rock, and be like the dove 
that maketh her nest in the sides of the hole's mouth," 
(Jer. xlviii. 28.) If doves were found in 8om>e wilder- 
nesses, why not in the desert of Faran, where the Israelites 
were ? It was in it that Ishmael dwelt, and '' became 
an archer,'' which he could not have become had there 
not been birds and other game to slioot at with his 
arrows, (Gen. xxi. 20, 21.) 

Then as to Aaron and his two sons having all the 
work to do, Dr Colenso has omitted the consideration of 
the following passage : — " Bring the tribe of Levi near, 
and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may 
minister unto him. And they shall keep his charge 
of the whole congregation, to do the service of the taber- 
nacle," (Num. iii. 6, 7.) The number of male Levites 
from a month old and upward was 22,000, (ver. 39.) 
Suppose that only one-fourth of these was able to serve, 
there would still be 5500 men to assist Aaron and his 
two sons in their work; and not only the 22,000 males. 
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but their wives and daughters also were to assist Aaron 
and his two sons in eating the offerings commanded ; for 
the law was — "The priests the Levites, and all the 
tribe of Levi, shall have no part nor inheritance with 
Israel : tliey shall eat the offerings of the Lord made by 
fire, and his inheritance," (Deut xviii. 1.) Thus the 
diffictdties stated by Dr Colenso on these points are all 
demolished by those passages of Scripture necessary to a 
fair examination of the subject, but which he omits en- 
tirely. 

VL ''The Israelites Armed. ^ — Dr Colenso quotes 
Exod. xiiL 18 — " The children of Israel went up har^ 
nessed out of the land of Egypt. " He then states that 
the Hebrew word "here rendered 'harnessed' appears to 
mean ' armed,' or 'in battle array,' in all other passages 
where it occurs ;" but he insists that it indicates here 
that the Israelites left Egypt armed ; and then argues 
that they could not have borrowed arms, nor yet found 
them on the sea-shore, washed in with the bodies of the 
drowned Egyptians. (Pages 48-53.). 

The root of the word translated "harnessed " is a mat- 
ter of question among Hebrew scholars. Its most prob- 
able derivation is from an Arabic root, which signifies 
" to congregate,'' or " to range in order." This meaning 
corresponds with the passages where it is said — " Bring 
out the children of Israel from the land of Egypt, accord- 
ing to their armies,'^ (Exod. vL 26.) " Tne Lord did bring 
the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their 
armies,^* (Exod. xii. 51.) The idea conveyed in these pas- 
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sages is arrangement. The Israelites went not out in 
hurry and confusion, but in regular order. That is, we 
believe, the meaning of the word rendered " harnessed.*' 
But granting, for the sake of argument, that it means 
the Israelites left Egypt armed, we see no impossibility 
in even that. If God gave them such favour in the eyes 
of the Egyptians as to induce the latter to give them 
jewels, is it likely they would have withheld weapons 
had they been asked for ? But even if they did not bor- 
row weapons, they were chiefly herd men, and the ox- 
goad of the ancient Eastern herdsman was a formidable 
instrument; and more than one battle has been won, 
and more than one people's freedom secured by such 
weapons against the spear and the sword, the buckler 
and the breastplate. Has the Bishop forgotten the battle 
of Morgarten, some five centuries ago, in which 1300 
Swiss peasants, with their pikes, and scythes, and clubs, 
defeated 20,000 armed Austrians, and gained the liberty 
which Switzerland to this day enjoys ? and which Mrs 
Hemans has helped to immortalize in her stirring 
verse : — 

" There was tumult in the crowded strait, 
And a cry of wild dismay ; 
And many a warrior met his fate 
From a peasant's hand that day ! 
And the empire's banner then, 
From its place of waving free. 
Went down before the shepherd men. 
The men of the Forest Sea. 

" With their pikes and massy clubs, they brake 
The cuirass and the shield : 
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And the war-horse dash'd to the redd'ning lake, 
From the reapers of the field. 

The field, but not of sheaves — 

Proud crests and pennons lay 
Strewn o^er it> thick as the beechwood leaves 

In the autumn tempest's sway." 

Would Bishop Colenso refuse to believe that these 
Swiss peasants were armed, because they were not clad 
in mail, and because they wielded pikes instead of lances, 
and scythes instead of swords ? Why, then, should he 
refuse to believe that the Hebrews were armed, even 
though carrying only their staves and ox-goads 1 

But the Bible furnishes a similar instance of warfare 
carried on by the Hebrews with only their agricultural 
instruments. "All the Israelites went down to the 
Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his 
coulter, and his axe, and his mattock. Yet they had a 
file for the mattocks, and for the coultei*s, and for the 
forks, and for the axes, to sharpen the goads. So it came 
to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword 
nor spear found in the hand of any of the people that 
were with Saul and Jonathan," (1 Sam. xiii. 20-22.) 
Were the people then t^^iarmed ? 

VII. " The Number of the First-horn compared tvith the 
Number of Male Adults" — In Num. iii. 43, the census 
of all the male first-bom, from a month old and up- 
wards, is given at 22,273. The Bishop, allowing for the 
birth of girls and for deaths, estimates the number of all 
the first-born at 60,000 ; and as the number of mothers 
must have been the same, then we have only 60,000 
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women to 600,000 men ; so that only one man in ten 
had a wife and children ; and if two millions left Egypt, 
to make up this number, every mother in Israel must on 
an average have had forty-two sons ; and hence he con- 
cludes that the Pentateuch cannot be historically true, 
(Pages 84-90.) 

Now, Dr Colenso is here chargeable with a most glar- 
ing omission. He assumes that the number of the first- 
born given included all the first-born from a month up 
to the oldest man, whereas it included only all the first- 
born from the nigkt of the exodus to the completion of the 
tabernacle — a period of about thirteen months. This is 
clear from the passages omitted by him bearing on the 
subject In Exod. xxiL 29, 30, it is written — "The 
first-born of thy sons shalt thou give unto me. Likewise 
shalt thou do with thine oxen, and with thy sheep : 
seven days it shall be with his dam : on the eighth day 
shalt thou give it me." Now, this last clause — " on the 
eighth day shalt thou give it me " — shews that the law of 
giving the first-born to God could not he retrospective. It 
was exclusively prospective. Then in Num. iii. 12, 12 — 
" And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among 
the children of Israel instead of all the first-born that 
openeth the matrix among the children of Israel : there- 
fore the Levites shall be mine ; because all the first-born 
are mine : for on the day that I smote all the first-born 
in the land of Egypt, I hallowed unto me all the first- 
born in Israel, both man and beast ; mine they shall be : 
I am the Lord." Thus it is clear as noon that it was 
only the first-born who had been brought forth only from 
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the time of leaving Egypt who were to be set apart for 
God, — " On the day that I smote all the first-horn in the 
land of Egypty I hallowed all the first-horn in IsraeV^ 
Had the Bishop read those passages, he would have been 
saved from the notion that the census of the first-bom, 
from a month old and upwards, included every first-bom 
to the oldest man in the camp ; and hence all the base- 
less conclusions about only one man in ten having a 
wife, and every mother having forty-two sons, would 
have been eschewed by him. That in a population of 
some three or four millions there were in twelve months 
sixty thousand mothers who gave birth to their first 
child, there is nothing extraordinary or incredible what- 
soever. 

VIIL " The Israelites Dwelling in Tenis^ — Dr Colenso 
quotes Exod. xvi. 16 — "Take ye every man for them 
which are in his tents ; '' and from this he argues against 
the historical veracity of the Pentateuch, because (he 
says) "this statement conflicts strangely with that in 
Lev. xxiiL 42, 43, where it is assigned as a reason for 
their ^ dwelling in booths ' for seven days at the Feast of 
Tabernacles, 'that your generations. may know that I 
made the children of Israel to dwell in hooths, when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt. It cannot be 

said that the word * booths ' here means ' tents.' 

There is not the slightest indications in the story that 
they ever did live in booths, nor is it conceivable when 
they could have done so. .... . But however this may 

be, we are required to believe that they had tents,^^ Then 
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he discredits this by stating that they would have re- 
quired 200,000 tents, and where they could have got 
thenii and how they could have carried them, he is un- 
able to find out ; and therefore this portion of the story 
is also incredible. (Pages 45-47.) 

Now, the Bishop's omissions set all these objections to 
rest. In attempting to mak& out that Moses contradicts 
himself, because, in Exod. xvL 16, he uses a different 
Hebrew word to express " tents, " from what he employs in 
Ley. xxiii. 42, which is translated booths, Dr Colenso has 
signally failed. Had he only consulted his Hebrew and 
English Bibles, he would have found that the Hebrew 
word used in the first passage is translated sometimes 
" tent,"* sometimes " tabernacle,** sometimes " home^ 
sometimes ^^ dwelling.** And the Hebrew word in the 
second passage has received the following renderings 
—''booth,** ''tent,*' "tabernacle^ "pavilion,*' "covert,*' 
"cottage" He might with as much reason charge any 
English writer with contradicting himself, because, in 
speaking of any one's hotise, he in one passage called 
it an abode, and in another a residence. 

But, even granting that there was a distinction meant 
to be implied between tents and booths, — ^the former 
being a covering of canvas, and the latter of branches, — 
still Dr Colenso denies the latter ; for he says, " It can- 
not surely be supposed that in the hurry and confusion 
of their (the Israelites') flight, they had time to cut down 
boughs and bushes to make booths of, even if there were 
trees from which to cut them," (p. 46.) We have already 
proved from the narrative that there was at the exodus 
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neither " hurry " nor " confusion," and need not now re- 
peat these proofs. And as to the doubt about there being 
trees from which to cut boughs, that is disposed of hy 
another overlooked passage, (Deut. xxix. 11,) ''The 
stranger that is in thy camp, from the hewer of wood 
unto the drawer of thy water." If there had been no 
trees to cut in the route <)f the Israelites, there could 
have been no " hewers of wood " in their camp. 

As to the Bishop's difficulty about where the Israelites 
could have got the materials for tents, as distinguished, 
according to his notion, from booths, we think that it 
would never have been felt had he remembered where 
they got the spoils with which they left Egypt. We 
presume that the valuable stuffs which, a few months 
after the exodus, they gave in such abundance for the 
curtains, furniture, and decorations of the tabernacle, 
were all obtained from the Egyptians, and formed part 
of the spoil they took. If, then, they required materials 
for tents, what could have stood in the way of their ob- 
taining them in the same quarter ? 

And as to the carrz/ing of the tents, that is easily 
answered by another of the Bishop's omissions. He 
overlooks that, as soon as the tabern&cle was finished, 
covered waggons and oxen were presented by some of 
the chief men for its service, (Num. vii. 3.) And if they 
had carriages for the service of the tabernacle, wherein 
could have been the difficulty of obtaining similar means 
for carrying their tents ? Dr Colenso might as reason- 
ably doubt whether the sun rose on the morning after 
the Hebrews left Egypt, because it is not said that he 
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rose, as doubt that the people had tents in the desert, 
hecatise it is not stated where they got them, nor how they 
carried them. Does he think that the whole nation of 
the Jews could be so duped as, for thousands of years, to* 
observe annually a feast commemorative of their fathers 
having dwelt in tents in the desert, if th/ey never had 
done so 1 And, worse still, Does he believe that the Son 
of God Himself, when on earth, would have observed the 
feast of tabernacles, (as we know He did,) if that feast 
had been a memorial only of a fabh, and not of a fact ? 
And yet Dr Colenso is shut up to this belief by his own, 
objections. 

IX. " The Sheep and Cattle of the Israelites in the Desert,'* 
— Dr Colenso says, " It is certain that the story repre- 
sents them as possessing these flocks and herds during the 
whole of the forty years which they spent in the wilder- 
ness." Then he argues that the desert was so barrea 
that it could not have afforded provision for such a mul- 
titude of cattle as the Israelites had ; and hence the nar- 
rative is not historically correct. (Pages 65<-81.) 

That the Israelites during all the forty years were in 
possession of very large flocks and herds, is by no means 
clear from anything stated in the stoty. But grant that 
they were possessed of a considerable multitude of cattle ; 
grant, also, that it is all true about the inhospitable 
character of the wilderness in general ; still there were 
considerable portions of it productive of pasture for cattle, 
and even of luxuries for man. In the same wilderness 
Moses was for forty years a shepherd, and surely there 
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must have been therefore pasture-land somewhere in it. 
The command of God respecting Sinai is a confirmation of 
this : — " Neither let the flocks nor herds feed before that 
mount," (Exod. xxxiv. 3.) This command would have 
been useless unless there had been something in that 
locality for the cattle to feed upon. 

Then, while Moses admits that God found Israel " in 
a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness/' yet 
he says of him, even thet'e, " He made him ride on the 
high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of 
the fields ; and He made him to suck honey out of the 
rock, and oil out of the flinty rock ; butter of kine, and 
milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed 
of Bashan, and goats with the £sLt of kidneys of wheat ; 
and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape," (Deut. 
xxxii. 13, 14.) If God could in the wilderness make 
His people participants of all these good things, there 
must have been no lack of pasture for cattle. But of 
these passages Dr Colenso takes no notice. 

X. " The NuTnber of Israelites compared with the Extent 
of the Land of Canaan,^'' — The Bishop quotes Exod. xxiii. 
27-30, where, of some of the tribes in Canaan, God said 
to the Israelites, " I will not drive them out before thee 
in one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast 
of the field multiply against thee. By little and little I 
will drive them out from before thee, until thou be in- 
creased, and inherit the land." Then Dr Colenso gives 
the extent of the land, as divided among the Hebrews at 
the time of Joshua, as being 11,000 square miles, and 
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compares tliis with the extent and population of the 
English counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex, which 
together have an area about half the extent of Canaan, 
and a population about half as large as he estimates the 
Israelites at, without the ''seven nations greater and 
mightier " than they occupying Canaan ; and tlien he 
says, " Surely it cannot be said that these three Eastern 
Counties, with their flourishing towns, and theii* innumer- 
able villages, are in any danger of l3ring ' desolate,' with 
the beasts of the field multiplying against the human in- 
habitants." And he adds, " But, perhaps, a still better 
comparison may be instituted with a country which re- 
sembles in many respects, in its natural features and 
other circumstances, the state of Canaan in those early 
days. The colony of Natal has an extent of 18,000 
square miles, and a population, white and black included, 
probably not exceeding 150,000 altogether. This popu- 
lation is, of course, very scanty, and the land will allow 
of a much larger one. Yet the human inhabitants are 
perfectly well able to maintain their ground against the 
beasts of the field." All this is stated to throw discredit 
on the Scripture narrative, that the Israelites were not 
able at first of themselves to keep Canaan from becom- 
ing waste, and the wild beasts from overrunning it. 
(Pages 82, 83.) 

Now, Dr Colenso's estimate of the area of Canaan as 
being 11,000 square miles, is limited to the extent of 
territory divided among the Hebrews in the time of 
Joshua, — that is, from Dan to Beersheba. But this was 
not the whole land which God spake of to Moses, when 
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He said He would Dot drive all the inhabitants ont at 
once^ lest the country should become waste, and the wild 
beasts multiply too much. ELad the Bishop read only the 
next verse to the verses he quotes from Exod. xxiiL he 
would have found these words : — " I will set thy bounds 
from the Bed Sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, 
and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver 
the inhabitants into your hand," (ver. 31.) This accords 
with God's promise made to Abraham : — '' In the same 
day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto 
thy seed have I given this* land, from the river of Egypt 
unto the great river, the river Euphrates," (Gren. xv. 18.) 
And God said to Joshua shortly before his death, " There 
remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. This is 
the land that yet remaineth : all the borders of the Phil- 
istines, and all Geshuri, from Sihor, which is before 
Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron northward, which 
is counted to the Canaanite," (Josh, xiii 1-3.) We find 
the sceptre of David's son covering all that territory. 
" And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river 
unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of 
Egypt," (1 Kings iv. 21.) This extent of bountry which 
God thought would be more than the Israelites at first 
could keep in cultivation, and its wild beasts in subjec- 
tion, embraced, as may be shewn by reference to any 
good map, an area of about 40,000 square miles, nearly 
four times as large as the 11,000 square miles on which 
Dr Colenso bases his conclusion, that the danger of the 
land running to waste, and its beasts of prey gaining 
ascendency, was fictitious. And this difference of extent 
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is great enough to overtam his conclusion. But, even 
within ^ limits which he assigns of 1 1,000 square miles, 
the country was of such a nature as would have required 
a larger population than the Israelites were when they 
£rst entered it, to have kept it from becoming waste. A 
traveller who recently visited Palestine, Mr J. L. Porter, 
and who has written a series of letters in the Waterford 
MirroTy exposing Bishop Colenso's mistakes, says, ''The 
population of Palestine at the present time is about two 
millions, or about equal to the number of the Israelites 
at the time of the exodus ; and I can testify that more 
than three-fourths of the richest and best of it lies com- 
pletely desolate. .... In the plains of Philistia, Sharon, 
Bashan, Coelosyria, and Hamath, not one-tenth of the 
soil is under cultivation." If, then, upwards of two mil- 
lidhs of a population cannot, in the present day, keep 
large portions of Palestine from becoming '' desolate," is 
it likely that a similar number of inhabitants could have 
done otherwise in ancient times 9 Hence the reasonable- 
ness and the truth of God*s words to the Israelites, *' I 
will not drive the Canaanites out before thee in one year, 
lest the land become desolate." 

Next, as to the wild beasts being so numerous in 
ancient Canaan as that the Hebrews could not them- 
selves at first have been able to have kept them down, it 
is widely attested by Scripture. About three hundred 
years afler the Hebrews entered the land, Samson met and 
slew a lion. And so numerous were the foxes, or jackals, 
that he caught three hundred of them, and tied firebrands 
to their tails, and sent them among the corn-fields of the 
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Philistines, (Judges xiv. 5, 6, xv. 4, 5.) David when a 
shepherd had to defend his flock against a lion and a 
bear in the inhabited district of Bethlehem, (1 Sam. xvii. 
34, 35.) Later still, Benaiah slew a lion, which in a 
time of snow had taken refuge in a pit, (2 Sam. xxiii. 
20.) In the reign of Jeroboam, a prophet was slain by 
a lion close to Bethel, a locality not thinly populated^ 
(1 Kings xiii. 24.) Five centuries from the time the 
Israelites entered the land, a number of children in the 
same place were torn by two bears which came out of a 
neighbouring wood, (2 Kings ii. 24.) About two cen- 
turies later, when the Assyrians carried off the Samari- 
tans, and sent colonists in their place, the lions were so 
numerous that the colonists petitioned the Assyrian king 
to send them a Samaritan priest to pray to the god of the 
country to protect them from the lions, (2 Kings xVii 
24-28.) Thus, seven hundred years after Moses wrote, 
the very danger was realised by strangers which God 
made provision against in the case of His own people. 
And, not to mention the frequent references to the lion 
and the leopard, the bear and the fox, made in the 
Psalms and the Prophets, it was so common to meet wild 
beasts, even in inhabited places, that it became proverbial. 
'< The slothful man saith. There is a lion in the way ; a 
lion is in the streets," (Pro v. xxvi. 13.) And even at the 
time our Lord was on the earth, some fifteen hundred 
years after Moses penned the passage which Dr Colenso 
treats as fabulous, the evangelist says of Christ, "He 
was in the wilderness forty days, and was with the wild 
beasts^ (Mark i. 13.) Had the Bishop not omitted these 
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passages when considering this subject, he never could 
have written of the kind provision which God made to 
avert from His people the danger of being overrun by 
beasts of prej, as if it were a pure fable. 

XL ^^ The War on Midian,-* — On this Dr Colenso 
writes : — ** How thankful we must be that we are no 
longer obliged to believe, as a matter of fact of vital 
consequence to our eternal hope, the storj related in 
Num. xxxi., where we are told that a force of 12,000 
Israelites slew all the males of the Midianites, took ca|>- 
tive all the females and children, seized all their cattle 
and flocks, (72,000 oxen, 61,000 asses, 675,000 sheep,) 
and all their goods, and burnt all their cities, and all 
their goodly castles, without the loss of a single man,— 
and then, by coipiimand of Moses, butchered in cold blood 
all the women and children, except all the women-chil» 

drien The tragedy of Cawnpore, where 300 were 

butchered, would sink into nothing compared with such 
a massacre, if, indeed, we were required to believe it, 

How is it possible to quote the Bible as in any 

way condemning slavery, when we read here, (ver, 40,) 
of * Jehovah's tribute' of slaves, thirty-two persons I" 
(Pages 143, 144.) 

Now, as to there being anything incredible in 12,000 
Hebrew soldiers conquering 48,000 Midianites, and 
laying waste their country, without the loss of a single 
man, — what Dr Colenso omits in his calculations on the 
matter, shews it to be, in the circumstances, a most 
natural thing. The report of the passage through the 
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Bed Sea had appalled aad paralysed the nations, eren 
bejottd the territories of .Midian. Thus Bahab told the 
spies who entered Jericho^'^ I know that the Lord hath 
given you the land, and that your terror is fidlen upon 
us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because 
of you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the 
waters of the Bed Sea. for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the 
Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon, 
and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as soon as we 
had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did 
there remain any more courage in any man, because of 
you," (Josh, ii 9-11.) Besides this, the Midianites had 
been allies with the Moabites, who hired Balaam to curse 
Israel ; and they heard from his Hps these terror-sla-iking 
words, — " Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, 

neither is there any divination against Israel He 

shall lift himself up as a young lion, he shall not lie down 
until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the 
slain,'' (Num. xxiii 23, 24.) All this was well known to 
the Midianites, and they were also a deeply licentious 
pe<^le ; and as debased consciences are usually accom- 
panied by cowardly hearts. Is it not most natural to ex- 
pect that when such a degraded soldiery saw entering 
their country 12,000 picked men of that people whose 
very name had spread such terror b^ore it wherever it 
went, — Is it not most natural to expect that they 
should quail and fly, instead of offering them battle? 
All these circumstances, overlooked by Dr Colenso, 
are sufficient to account for the fact that not one 
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Hebrew soldier fell in the short and easy invasion of 
Midian. 

But common history also shews that war has been car- 
ried on with a much larger disproportion between the 
conquerors and the conquered. Lord Macaulay, in his 
essay on Olive, tells us that at the battle of Flassy 
Cliye's forces consisted of 3000, and his enemies 55,000. 
Clive lost 22 men, and had 50 wounded. His adversary, 
Surajah Dowlah, lost 500 men, and the remaining thou- 
sands fled. Olive's men to^owlah's'were as one to twenty. 
The Israelites to the Midianites were as one to four. So 
that, measuring the two victories by Bishop Oolenso's 
rule of arithmetic, which he delights so much to apply to 
history, Olive's victory was sixteen times more wonderful 
than the Israelites' ; and therefore Macaulay is sixteen 
times more incredible than Moses. But, lest Dr Oolenso 
might object to this comparison of the two victories, be- 
cause one was gained by the ancient mode of warfare, 
and the other by the modern, let us go to an ancient 
struggle. Xerxes, king of Persia, arrived in Greece with 
a land and sea force amoimting together to 2,641,610. 
His land force of 2,100,000 were met at Thermopyhe by 
4000 Qreeks, and were' at last driven out of Greece by 
11,200 soldiers, which is one Greek conquering one 
hundred and eighty Persians. Thus, judging of the mat- 
ter by arithmetic, the victory of the Greeks over the Per- 
sians is one hundred and eighty-four times more wonderful 
than the victory of the Israelites over the Midianites ; 
and hence Herodotus is one hundred and eighty-four 
times more incredible than Moses. And yet Dr Oolenso 
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talks of tlie extravagant statements of Hebrew writers f 
and to support this charge, he makes a calculation of all 
the numbers given in Scripture of those slain among and 
by the Hebrew^ from the time of Jephthah to the reign of 
Pekah, king of Israel — a period of four centuries ; and 
the numbers are 815,100. But even granting that twice 
these numbers fell, of which we have no account, still it 
is not so many as a careful study of Alison's EEistory of 
Europe will shew to have fallen and perished in the Euro- 
pean wars from 1790 to 1815.* During these twenty-five 
years, it is estimated there were slain, and otherwise 
perished in the camp, one million and twenty-seven thou- 
sand, which are one hundred and five thousand, nine 
hundred and ninety-five more than twice the numbers of 
which we have an account in Scripture as having been 
killed in war during four hundred years. So that, apply- 
ing Dr Colenso's favourite arithmetical test, the state* 
ments of the historian of Europe are seven million two 
hundred and ninety-four thousand, nine hundred and fifty 
times more extravagant than *^ the extravagant statements 
of Hebrew writers." 

The charge of cruelty brought against Moses by Bishop 
Colenso, because he obeyed God in commanding the 
Israelites to slay all the Midianites, except the female 
children, is at once seen to be groundless, by a reference 
to circumstances overlooked by the Bishop. In Num. 
xxxi 1, it is said, ** The Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 
Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites." Br 
Colenso's charge of cruelty is not then against Moses, but 
against God. In Num. xxv. we have an account of 
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the Moabites and Midianites enticing a large number of 
the Hebrews to join in the licentious feasts of Baal, and 
which God visited by marks of special displeasure. The 
wickedness of the Midianites^ like that of the other 
nations in Syria, had become similar to the wickedness 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, so that God resolved to destroy 
them. He has a right to judge sinners, and is always 
just in punishing them for their sins. He also has a 
right to select His oum instruments by which to execute 
His judgments. Was He cruel in using the waters of 
the deluge to destroy the great transgressors then on the 
earth ? or in employing fire from heaven to burn up the 
obscene cities of the plain 9 or in bidding the waves of 
the Red Sea drown the cruel oppressors of His people ? 
Was He merciless because He gave His angels a charge 
to slay the first-bom throughout the land of Egypt, and 
the whole army of Sennacherib before the walls of Jeru- 
salem ? Has not God an equal right to use men as the 
instiniments of His judgments as much as the elements 
of nature, or the angels of heaven ? He employs diseases 
to take away the lives of countless multitudes. Is He 
therefore cruel? In employing, by a special command, 
the Israelites to slay the Midianites, God was no more 
cruel or unjust than when He commissions disease, or 
fire, or water, or wind, or earthquake, or angel, to cut 
off a family, or an army, or to bury in dust and ashes a 
whole city. And it could no more degrade the Israelites 
by being His instruments in executing His justice on the 
workers of iniquity than it could have polluted the fire, 
or tainted the hurricane, or poisoned the water, or con- 
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taminated the angels, He sometimes employed to do the 
same work. To punish transgressors according to their 
deserts never, on the part of God, can. be cruel or unjust ; 
and it was only this that God conunanded Moses to do to 
the Midianites. So that these circumstances, omitted 
by the Bishop, cast to the ground his charge of crueltj 
against Grod. 

But let us look at his other accusation. It is a charge 
against the entire Sacred Volume. He asks, '^TEow is it 
possible to quote the Bible as in any way condemning 
slavery when we read here (ver. 40) of Jehovah's tribute 
of slaves — thirty-two persons ] " In replying to this, we 
at the outset protest against the word " slctves^ being 
linked with Grod's name. No Hebrew or even English 
word conveying the faintest shade of its meaning is used 
in the entire narrative. "We would remind Bishop Col- 
enso of the inspired counsel concerning liberties taken 
with the sacred text, '' Add thou not unto BLis words, 
lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a liar," (Frov. 
zxx. 6.) 

That the Bible in any way countenances slavery, we 
most emphatically deny. God's way of removing evils 
is more by principles than by precepts, more by love than 
by law. He aims at purifying the fountain first, rather 
, than at cleansing the streams. Hence it is written, " By 
mercy and truth iniquity is purged ; and by the fear of 
the Lord men depart from evil," (Prov. xvi. 6.) The two 
great commandments on which our Lord said " hang all 
the law and the prophets," and to inculcate obedience to 
which every line of Scripture has been written, — are to 
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love God with all our heart, and to love our neighbour as 
ourselves. If a man loved others as himself, he could 
never make them slaves. This principle of love to all 
men pervades the whole Bible as sunlight permeates the 
atmosphere of day ; and yet I>r Colenso cannot see it 
possible to quote the Bible as in any vjay condemning 
slavery. When its first books were written, they found 
slavery existing in its worst forms, — ^men buying and 
selling men as they would cattle ; and treating their 
slaves as if they were brutes and not human beings. Did 
these books say anything against this ? Tes. They for- 
bade it among the people for whom they were first 
written. A Jew^ services might for theft or debt be 
sold, but not His person ; and these services only for a 

limited period. " If a thief be found, he shall 

make full restitution ; if he have nothing, then shall he 
be sold for his theft," (Exod. xxiL 2, 3.) « If thy brother 
that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto 
thee ; thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bond- 
servant : but as an hired servant, and as a sojourner, he 

shall be with thee unto the year of jubilee Thou 

shalt not rule over him with rigour," (Lev. xxv. 39-43.) 
" If thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew woman, 
be sold unto thee, and serve thee six years, then in the 
seventh year thou shalt let him go free from tbee. And 
when thou sendest him out free from thee, thou shalt 
not let him go away empty ; thou shalt furnish him 
liberally out of thy fiock, and out of thy floor, and 
out of thy winepress," (Deut. xv. 12-14.) And al- 
though the Hebrews were allowed to make bond* 
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iervariis of those they took in war, — ^yet they were 
not allowed to treat them as slaves. *' If a man smite 
the eye of his seryant, or the eye of his maid, that 
it perish; he shall let him go free for his eye's sake. 
And if he smite out his man-servant's tooth, or his maid- 
servant's tooth ; he shall let him go free for his tooth's 
sake," (Exod. xxi. 26, 27.) *' He that stealeth a man 
and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall 
surely be put to- death," (Exod. xxi. 16.) " Thou shalt 
not deliver unto his master the servant which is escaped 
from his master unto thee ; he shall dwell with thee, even 
among you, in that place which he shall choose in one of 
thy gates, where it liketh him best : thou shalt not op- 
press him," (Deut. xxiii. 15, 16.) Now,*if these texts be 
not condemnations of slavery, what are they ? And as 
for the " Lord's tribute " of the Midianitish captives, 
which has so shocked Bishop Colenso, that he finds '' it 
impossible to quote the Bible as in any way condemning 
slavery " with that passage in it, — it is nothing more than 
the number of captives which fell to the share of the 
Levites to serve them as bond-servants, — not as slaves. 
Had the Bishop only given a little more attention to his 
Bible, he would have seen that as the Levites were set 
apart to the services of the tabernacle, they were called 
the Lord's ; and all their portion of the fruits and flocks 
of the field, and of the spoils of war, was called *' the 
Lord's tribute," or portion. The Bishop would also have 
seen that not only was slavery prohibited among the 
Hebrews themselves, but that the moment a fugitive 
slave from any other nation entered their territory, he 
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UHX8 from that moment for ever free ; and hia Lordship 
might further have seen that the famous words of Curran, 
concerning our own country, were equally applicable to 
the land given to Abraham's descendants — " No matter 
with what solemnities a man may have been devoted 
upon the altar of slavery, the first moment he touches 
the sacred soil of Britain, the altar and the god sink to- 
gether in the dust; his soul walks abroad in her own 
majesty ; his body swells beyond the measure of his chains 
that burst from around him, and he stands redeemed, re- 
generated, and disenthralled by the irresistible genius of 
Universal Emancipation." Yea, had Dr Oolenso looked a 
little further into the Pentateuch, he would have found 
that its morality went so far as to forbid the Hebrews to 
hate even the people who had once so cruelly enslaved 
and oppressed them. '' Thou shalt not abhor an Egyptian, 
because thou wast a stranger in his land," (Deut. xxiii. 7.) 
Surely all these, and many similar passages, shining 
on the pages of the Pentateuch as clearly as the stars 
in a cloudless night, — ^but omitted in Bishop Colenso's 
considerations, — fairly refute his insinuation that the 
Bible countenances slavery ? 

We trust enough has been said to shew that not only 
is the Bishop's impeachment of the historical consistency 
and morality of the Pentateuch the result of a criticism 
of details without any broad or general view, but of omis- 
sions of the most palpable facts and principles essentially 
and closely related to the subjects he undertakes to dis- 
cuss — omissions so glaring, that one cannot but wonder 
how they could have been made by any man presenting 
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the smallest claim to scholarship^ and to sincerity in his 
search for tmtL 

Bnt there is another class of facts which this Prelate 
has omitted to notice, and which bear so directly and 
strongly on the truth of the Pentateuch's Narratives, that 
they ought to have been examined before a verdict 
against these Narratives should have been given. To the 
consideration of them we shall devote the remaining por- 
tion of this essay. 



PART IIL 

TESTIMOiriBS TO THB HIST0RIB8 OF THB PENTATEUCH, 

OMlTrED BT BISHOP OOLENSO. 

It may t>e truly affirmed that it has been only at the 
fringe of the Pentateuch's robe that Dr Colenso has been 
pulling. Its Great Hearty throbbing with Divine life, 
has been totally ignored by him. As it was the living 
and loving heart of Jesus which imparted virtue to the 
hem of His garment^ so it is the Revelations of spiritual 
truth, forming the living and loving heart of the Penta- 
teuch, that impart a healing virtue to its Narratives, and 
furnish a guarantee for their historical veracity. 

There are in the books of Moses utterances embodying 
a purity and sublimity of thought, and a tenderness and 
richness of feeling, as far beyond the power of a human 
intellect to originate, or a human heart to contain, as are 
the star-spangled heavens beyond the power of a human 
hand to reach or create. And these Revelations of such 
thought and feeling do not stand isolated in their celes- 
tial grandeur from the hiitoric portions of the books, but 
infold them in their embrace, like mighty mountains en- 
circling hamlets which nestle in the plains they surround, 
and between which and every foe these mountains are an 
impregnable bulwark. The loffy moral statements of the 
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Pentateuch are both a defence nnto, and a guarantee for, 
the truth ofiU Hutories, Thus the Decalogue, so elevated 
in its spirituality, and so heart-searching in its demands, 
that it bears on its very forefront the seal of Heaven, is 
BO intimately allied with the Narrative of the Pentateuch, 
that God pre&ces it with an appeal to the truth of the 
most wonderful portion of these Narratives — ^ I am the 
Lord thy God viho have brought thee out of the land of 
Sgypt^'* So that before the Pentateuch's Narrations of 
the doings of men, under God's direction and help, can be 
proved to be fables, its Disclosures of God'iB feelings to- 
wards men must first be shewn to be forgerie& This law 
must hold as long as shall the law, that a tree cannot pro- 
duce good fruit on one branch, and had fruit on another, 
-—or that a fountain cannot send forth one stream whose 
waters are sweety and another whose waters are bUUr. 
The Eevdatione of the Pentateuch must stand or £bJ1 with 
its Hittorieey so interwoven are they wilh each other. 
The latter sustain the same relation to the former as does 
the channel of a river to its waters. These waters are 
not a surer guarantee for the verdure of their banks than 
are the Bevelations of God's charaoter in the Pentateuch 
for the veracity of its Histories. But the bearing of these 
Revelations on the trustworthiness of these Histories is 
altogether overiooked by their prelatical assaUaat. 

With a similar neglect has Dr Colenso treated the 
Prophecies of the Pentateuch, which bear as dosely on 
the truth of its Hietoriee as do its Bevelatu>n& One of 
these predictions respects the vast numbers of Abra- 
ham's descendants: "And the Lord brought Abram 
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forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and 
tell the stars, if thou be able to number them : and he 
said unto him, So shall thy seed be," (G^n. xv. 5.) And 
does not history, both sacred and profane, clearly testify 
to the fulfilment of this ? 

Another prophecy is, '^ I will give unto thee, [Abra- 
ham,] and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou 
art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an eyerhuiting 
possession," (Gen. xvii. 8.) Was not this also fulfilled 
until the wickedness of Abraham*s descendants became 
so great that Qod had to drive them out of Canaan? 
And their expulsion from it, and their present scattered 
and homeless condition over the world, so touchingly 
sung by Byron, — 

" The wild doye hath her nest, the fox hia care, 
Mankind their country — Israel but the grave 1 " — 

were matters also of prophecy in the Pentateuch : '' The 
Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from the one 
end of the earth even unto the other; and thou shalt 
become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword 
among all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee," 
(Deut. xxviii. 37, 64.) Add to these the predictions 
respecting the advent of the Saviour, from the first hint 
given in Eden, as soon as Adam and Eve had sinned, 
down to the rites instituted under Moses, which the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, in the New Testament, shews to 
have foreshadowed and foretold the Saviour's work. The 
pen which wrote all these Prophecies has been, by their 
widely-known fulfilment, demonstrated to be Pruthfid, 
And the Histories in the Pentateuch bear as visibly the 
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marks of that tame pen, as the hills and the ocean bear 
the stamp of the same creative hand which kindled the 
stars and the sun. And as the man who shall convinoe 
us that the giant mountains and the great sea are only 
phantoms, — ^like the mirage that mocks the traveller in 
the desert, — must, at the same time, demonstrate to our 
senses that the stars, the spell of whose deep stillness 
and solemn beauty we feel penetrating to the depths of 
our spirits, and that the sun, whose summer beams we 
not only see bathing the earth in splendour, but feel 
their heat quickening the life-blood that rushes in our 
veins, — ^he must demonstrate that these are not realities, 
but pure illusions also : so the man who shall shake our 
fiedth in the Histories of the Pentateuch must, at the same 
time, disprove the divinity of its Revelations, and establish 
the failure of its Prophecies ; and this no logic or arith- 
metic ever can accomplish. For, daring as the Bishop 
of Natal has shewn himself to be, he-, has not ventured 
to assail either the Spirittuil or Vaticinal portions of the 
Pentateuch, well knowing that to prove them to be 
fabulous would be as impossible as it would be to prove 
that the Atlantic was filled, or the Alps were piled, by 
the hand of man. But the strong guarantee which the 
unimpeachable character of these portions of the Penta- 
teuch furnishes for the Veraciousness of its Narratives has 
been by him, we think, very unfairly omitted in forming 
his estimate of these Narratives. 

Another most important testimony to the truth of the 
Histories contained in the books of Moses^ which has been 
Ignored by their episcopal assailant^ is the influence which 
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these Histories have exerted, and still exert, on the litera- 
ture, the science, the arts, the laws, and the religious life 
of all the countries in which they are known. Let it be 
obsenred, that we speak not at present of the RevdationB 
and Prophecies of the Pentateuch, but onltf of its ffigtorieSf 
those parts of it which Dr Colenso says are " untrue," 
'^ absolute, palpable self-contradiction&" These very 
Histories have given themes for, and inspiration to, the 
sublimest and the tenderest passages of the greatest 
writers, both in prose and in verse. They have fur- 
nished subjects for the grandest pictures that pencil ever 
painted, and for the most impressive statuary that chisel 
ever sculptured. The account of the Creation has stimu- 
lated the researches, and moulded the conclusions, of the 
profoundest students of physical science; and, as said 
the late Chevalier Bunsen, Europe's most accomplished 
scholar, "History was bom on that night when Moses 
led forth his people from the land of Goshen." The 
principles of Moses's legislation enter into all the just 
statutes, and sway the debates, and shape the decisions of 
the Parliaments and Senates of every free country on the 
globe. And the Narratives written by his pen awaken 
the interest of infants standing by their mother^s knee, 
and form their first lessons from the Book of Life — lessons 
which remain in their memories in all after years, and 
preserve some vestiges of the sunshine that brightened the 
dreams of their childhood. They also supply the richest 
material to the Christian minister wherewith to warn 
the workers of iniquity, and to comfort lonely and weary 
hearts; for these Narratives contain the clearest prooft 
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of a righteoufl and compassioiiate, an almighty and ever- 
present Providenoe in this perplexing and perilous world. 
If, then, the Historiee of the Pentateuch possess and exert 
this vast and varied influence on the civilisation of the 
nations that know them, How, in the nature of things, 
caa this be accounted for if, as Dr Oolenso asserts, these 
Histories are onli^ fables ? "No fabulous element has in it 
power enough to accomplish a tithe of these results. 
Truth only is able to effect what these Histories have 
done. Their influence on the spiritual and material 
progress of man is as potent as the influence of the dew 
and the sunshine on the fields and fruits of the earth ; 
and the effects of the one influence are as patent as those 
of the other. But Dr Colenso has shrunk from the task, 
binding on him hj the laws alike of morality and logic, 
of accounting for statements '' not historically true " pro* 
ducing such beneficial and extensive results on the world. 
He is, no doubt, wise enough to know that it would be 
88 difficult for him to prove that "historically untrue" 
Narratives could do for the world what the Histories in 
the Pentateuch have done, as it would be for him to 
deBonstrate that the biting frosts, and the blighting 
winds, and the dreaij skies of winter could cover the 
earth with the rich verdure and the blooming flowers, 
whidi only the genial diowers and the quickening sun- 
shine of summer can. 

But further testimony to the truth of the Histories im- 
peached, and which Dr Oolenso has ignored likewise, is, 
The belief, for more than three thousand years, by the 
whole Hebrew race, of these EListories, notwithstanding 
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the exposures made therein of the wicked character of 
many of their ancestors, such as the generation that came 
out of Egypt. Nor was this belief held hj the '' com- 
mon people'* only, but by their prophets and apostles, 
whose writings carry with them the most convincing 
evidence of being, not the productions of human genius, 
but of Divine inspiration — the utterances of Qod*s own 
mind. The weightiest arguments, the most solemn ap- 
peab, and the most thrilling bursts of emotion, found on 
prophetic and apostolic pages, are drawn from events 
recorded in the Histories of the Pentateuch. Yea, the 
dying address of the first martyr for Christ was a sum- 
mary of these Histories ; and at the very time when that 
mwrtyr was epitomiamg and uttering them-not <» fables, 
but as facts — ^he was " full of the Holy Ghost," who is 
" the Spirit of trulkT And in the glimpse of heaven 
whidi was granted to the last-lived of the apostles, he 
heard redeemed men singing there ^' the song of Moses, 
the servant of God," — ^that song of victory sung at his 
command by Israel when the waters of the Ked Sea 
entombed the chariots and horsemen of Egypt in their 
depths. And besides all this, these Histories formed 
texts for some of the most solemn and searching dis- 
courses of the Son of God. He appealed to, and reasoned 
from, them as being neither ^to9i« nor parables, hut facts 
as real as His own existence and that of the men stand- 
ing around Him. Thus, never in the records of time 
were any Histories so authenticated as those on the pages 
of the Pentateuch. Demonstrations of science dug from 
the dark bowels of the earth, and gleaned from the gleam- 
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ing fields of the sky, — attestations irom the religious 
feasts of the Jews in every age, and from the songs of 
triumph that echo through the courts of heaven, — ^proo& 
from the pages of profane writers, and from the rolls of 
sacred prophets, — ^testimonies from the pens of inspired 
apostles, and from the truthful lips of ^* God manifest in 
the flesh," — ^all rise up and stand around the ffistaries of 
the Pentateuch, more majestic and impregnable than the 
mountains which stood round about Jerusalem, the holy 
city, in the days of old ! And who can wonder at this 
stupendous array of witnesses summoned from all the 
ages of time, and even from eternity itself, to establish 
the truth of these Histories 1 Who can feel any astonish- 
ment at this mighty bulwark of evidence being thrown 
up by the same Hand that piled ** the everlasting hills," 
and arched the great vault of heaven, when it is remem- 
bered that these Histories were the first practical proofe, 
the first living illustrations of the compassion and the 
providence of Qod ever committed to writing, and 
meant to be, to all the generations of men, enduring 
memorials of the mercy and the might of His Glorious 
Name ! Tes, on the veradoitsness of these Histories rests 
the world's fiEtith in all the other sacred books which nar- 
rate the fulfilment of the promises, and the development 
of the principles, and the fruition of the germs of celestial 
truth, which these early Histories contain. For if the 
Jlrtt records of God's doings with men be fahulattSf — as 
Bishop Oolenso has exhausted all his ingenuity to prove 
them so, — then, by what law of evidence and reasoning 
can we be certified that the later records of both Testa- 
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ments are not '' cunningly-deyised fables " also 1 If the 
Narratiyes of the first histoiiaii whom God inspired to 
write be only fictions, how can the world be expected to 
believe that the Narratives of the last inspired historian 
are facts ? Bat God*s manifold wisdom and love have 
saved us for ever from such a fearfully perplexing and 
perilous position as this, by having authenticated the 
verity of all the Pentateuchal Histories as lucidly and 
largely as He has authenticated the voices of the radiant 
orbs of heaven, which are, " in reason's ear,** 

" For ever singing as they shine, 
The Hand that made us is Divine** 

And as each of these stars has its appointed mission, 
even to man, — ^to furnish him with data and directions by 
which he can travel the pathless desert and navigate the 
trackless deep, — to calm his often ruffled spirit with the 
sight of their own deep quietude and beauty, — and to 
declare to him the greatness and the glory of his Maker ; 
so every book within the Sacred Volume has a mission to 
man also, — ^to be " a lamp unto his feet, and a light unto 
his path,*' — a counsellor and comforter amid the perils 
and sorrows of life, — and a revealer of the love and near^ 
ness of that Father who numbers the hairs of our head, 
and hath redeemed us with 'Hhe precious blood of 
Christ,** His only-begotten Son. This sheds around all 
the sacred books a strong and solemn attraction. But 
to the books written by Moses, there belongs a more 
than ordinary interest. They are the first-bom among 
earth's records, — ^the first instalments of the Creator^s 
glorious thoughts to His creature man, — ^the pioneers of 
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a divine literature, destined to regenerate our fallen race, 
and win ns back to sinlessness and heaven. They are the 
vanguard in that royal fleet of " the blessed and only Foten* 
tate/' which He has commissioned to conquer the whole 
earth, not by the weapons of destruction and death, " con- 
fused noise, and garments rolled in blood ; " but with the 
Are of celestial love, and " the sword of the Spirit, which 
i^ the truth of God." In their long cruise of mercy, these 
** gallant ships " have encountered many a furious assault 
from foes, some wearing the ermine of nobles, and some 
the purple of kings; but never before have they been 
offered battle by an enemy in lawn, an assailant whose 
" voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of 
Esau." Yet this vanguard still speed on, without a scar 
on their stately bulwarks or a rent in their white sails ; 
and bearing mainmast high, without a stain on its snowy 
bosom, the oHve- branch -edged flag of the Prince of 
Peace ! 
. Our deepest and most solemn conviction — ^which has 
not been the growth of a day's acquaintance either with 
the sacred books themselves, or with what has been 
advanced both for and against their claims to a Divine 
origin and a veracious character — that conviction ief, that 
the last words which dropped from the pen of the writer 
of the Pentateuch concerning Israel, when he laid it 
down to ascend Nebo and die, are words which shall re- 
ceive their fulfilment in the case not alone of the books 
which he wrote, but of every other document in Holy 
Writ — ^ Thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee ; 
and thou shalt tread upon their high places." We feel 
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as persuaded as we are of the existence of the earth 
beneath us, and of the sky above us, that the Grand Old 
Book shall hold on its way unscathed till the end of 
time, scattering life, and light, and love from the realms 
of heaven, with as munificent a hand as the great orb of 
day streams the radiance from his dazzling bosom. And 
as certainly as the clouds which venture to attack him 
on his glorious march retire baffled, but bathed in the 
golden and peerless splendour they could only shade, but 
were never, for a moment^ able to quench, so the assail- 
ants of the Bible — whether they be open foes or treach- 
erous friends — mtut fall back defeated; but if only 
penitent^ their retreat shall be covered with a grander 
glory than the evening sun sheds on the retiring clouds 
— ^the glory of pardon and of peace, beamed upon them 
from the gleaming pages whose celestial light, in their 
folly and presumption, they sought, but in vain, to ex- 
tinguish. But if not penitent, their defeat, alas! is 
inevitable death ; for the solemn and awful words of the 
Great Teacher apply alike to Himself and to His Book, 
'* The stone which the builders rejected, the same is be- 
come the head of the comer. Whosoever shall fall upon 
that stone shall be broken ; but on whomsoever it shall 
fall, it will grind him to powder." 



THE END. 
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the noble magnanimity of their bearing, and is attraotlTO by the beauty of its style 
and the Christian charily of its tone."— /*atno<. 

** Digging a Little Deeper ; " 

Or, How They Got There. By the Bey. W. BABKEB. Being an Answer to a pamphlet 
endtled, " How Did They Get There ?" Crown 8vo, sewed, 2d. 



Conscience for Christ 

August 1672, 1662, and 1862. A Lecture by the Bey. WILLLA.M BOAF, of Wigan. 
Twelye Illustrations. Crown 8yo, 6d. 

" Is a fine specimen of candour and fidelity, is ftill of ooneot InlbnnatiQii, and to 
pl^ntiftilly Ulumiuated with wood engrayings.'^lThe Dial, 

Sermons and Sketches. 

By the late Bey. J. O. PIKE, with Memoir. Cheap edition, 6d. 



Progress ; 

Or, The International Exhibition. By the Bey. W. ANDEBSON, Author of " Self-made 
lien." In royal S2mo, neat wrapper, 8d. 

'* This little tract is the production of an earnest, thoughtful, but genial Christian 
man.**— J>Ve«mam. 

Shirley HalL 

By the Author of "Maigaret Meadows, a Tale for the Pharisees;** '*The Weayer's 
Family ; " " Diyes and Jiawanii^ " dto. Crown 8yo. 

[Inth«Pret$, 

Joys and Sorrows, 

Tales of Quiet Life. 9y W. M. I^)olsoap 8yo, doth, gilt edges, li. 6d. 



Tales from Many Lands. 

ByM.B. CATLOW. 

Contents: — Hedwlg, the Oirl Queen — The Story of St Bartholomew's Day— Don 
Sebastian of Portugal— Scenes in the life of Peter the Great— The Massacre of Sdo— A 
Venetian Scene in the Olden Time— The Dog of Montargis— Gustayus Briksen in Dale> 
carlia^-Story of William Tell— The Maid of Orleanfr— Almanzor the Moor— Scenes in the 
Life of Mary of Burgundy— Two Scenes from the French Beyolutlon. 

[In the Press. 



6 ^OBKS PUBLISHED BY WILLZAIC TBEBM^K: 

Sssays, Critioali Biographical, and MiseeUaneons. 

By S. F. WILLIAMS. Crown 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

Contents: — Genius— Thackeray — Longfellow — Gerald BCassey— Abraham Oowley — 
Alexander Murray — George Crabbe — Cavour — The Intellect — The Influence of the 
Thinker— An Address — ^Tiie Spirit of Nature — On Love — War and (Jhrtstiauity— On the 
Trent ASair — Gloria Deo. 

" There is ranch food for the thoughtful in these essays, and the subjects are skilfully 
handled."— 7%e Obmver. 

*' To say that these essays are valuable, would be but formal prai.se. They are the 
productions of a vigorous thinker, who knows how to express himself ao as to command 
the attention of hia readers. We hope oiu* young men especially will read these essays ; 
they only require to be known to have a wide-spread popularity." — The JHoL 



Margaret Meadows. 

A Tale for the Pharisees. By the Author of " Dives and Lazarus." down 8v<h cloth, 
2s. 6d. 

" Contains a tale of real heroism and sad calamity in himible life, and the incidents 

are narrated in plain, terse, and forcible language its aim and object are to 

assist in raising a kindlier feeling among all classes by a consideration of the truth that 
among the humblest classes of life are to be found instances of self-sacrificing devotion, 
of sterling probity, aud successful industry, not to be found ia any other alaaa of th» 
commimity." — Morning Chronid^ 

The Weaver's Family. 

By the Author of " Margaret Meadows." Poolseap, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

A King Flay and Earl Gerald. 

Tales from English History. By Mrs T. E. FREEMAN. Square 16mo, doth gflt, 28. 0d. 

"A story of the greatest possible interest, which cannot fail to fiuscinate youni; 
people."— i>ta^ 

Self-Formation. 

Twelve Chapters for Tounor Thinkers. By the Bev. £» PAXTON HOOD. Fifth Edition. 
Crown, paper. Is. 6d. ; cloth, 2s. 6d. 

" The whole work is interesting, and, as literature for the rising generation, is of th» 
highest order." — Mtliora. 

"We can unhcsitatinfirly say that in our opinion much more profit is to be derived 
fh>m this volume than from many of far greater pretension."— Cn/tc. 

*'The product of a very thoughtful and oiigiual mind, it will not fail to commend 
itself to students, whether public or private: all will read; and, if it be not their own 
blame, all will profit."— ^rituA Standard, 

Peerage of Poverty ; 

Or, Learners and Workers in Farms, Fields, and Factories. First and Second Series. 
By the Bev. E. FAXTON HOOD. Crown 8vo, paper. Is. 6d. each ; cloth, 2s. dd. each. 
The Two in One Volume, strongly bound, cloth, 4s. 

''An admirable book for youth, shewing how men have often risen from poverty to a 
self-made, or rather a God-made nobility." — Bi-UUh Quarterly Revieto. 

** The chapters which have interested us most are those given to Falissy the Potter, 
and to Robert NicoU. The endunmce, perseverance, and ultimate successes of the 
former are narrated in Mr Hood's best style, and with a fine completeness of apprecia- 
tion." — Eclectic. 

" This is a book written in Mr Hood's peculiar style, and which yet strikes us as one 
of his best. Mr Hood is doing no unimportant work in thus furnishing helps te those 
who, in adverse oii-cumstances, are striving to live well and nobly."— ^rMmaii. 

English Opposites and Correlates. 

By the Rev. WILLIAM EDWARDS, M. A. Foolscap, doth, Si. 6d. 
"Of its value there can be no question."— Ptep« Teachtr. 



WORKS PtrBLISBBD BY WILLZAJf FSIXMAK. \ 7 

Blind Amos and his Velvet Principles; 

Or, Proverbs and Parables for the Young Folk. By tbe.Bev. X. PAXTON HOOD. 
Second Edition. Cloth, gilt edges, 28. 6d. 

*' ' Blind Amos' is an acquaintance not likely to be forgotten by those once introduced 
to him."— TIToncon/ormtJrt. 

•* A charming little book. It is written somewhat after the manner of * Old Hum- 
phrey,' conve^'ing excellent instruction in the most pleasing style of anecdote and 
allegory. " — Patriot 

**.... Meantime we reoommend every mother, and all who are lovinfrly engaged 
in training children 'in the way they should go,' to procure the present volume; we 
kmow if they do so that they will thank us for our advice."— Se{r« Wkekly Meuenger. 

The Et3rmology of Local ITames, (Tentonic;) 

With a short Introdnctian on the Belati(»uship of Langpages. By B, MOBBIS. Grown 
8vo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

"Very acceptable to local antiquarians." — Ncittn and Queries. 

'* A learned and ingenious production, and a valuable one, not only to the curious in 
etymology, but to the historian, whether local or general." — Yovtk't Imtrvetor, 

£Qiifting Scenes, and other Foems. 

By J. BTANYAN BIGG. Foolscap, cloth, Ss. 6d. ; handsomely bound, 5s. 

*' The man who can deal thus with metre, so unobtrusively, so modestly, is to be 
admitted, even by the perverse, as a priest of poesy. Stanyan Bigg is as mellowed as 

Herrick, and as chastened as Herbert * Only a Xitde House' is &u«>ther domestic 

elegy, in which species of composition he is a potent magician, a very Merlin 

He has given us a 'jny for ever,' for without gainsaying there is in this book many * a 
thing of beauty.' '*-~BeWi Metwnger, 

An Eleg^ on the Death of His Eoyal Highness the Prince Consort; 

And other Poems. By A. E. LISLE. Foolscap, cloth, Is. 6d. 

Baal, and other Poems. 

Sketches of Social Evils. In Ten Flights. Foolscap, tdoth, Sa. 

The Age of Lead. 

A Satire, (delivered under the similitude of a Dream.) In Two Books. By ADOLPHUS 
PABQUIN. With an Introduction, by the Bev. O. Gilfillan. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

The Elopement: 

. A Tale of the Confederate States of America. By L. FAIRFAX. In one volume, crown 
8vd, 28. 6d. 



Two Chronological Charts of Enropean History. 

By T. B.. BISHOP* of the Secretaiy's Office, H.M. Customs. Price 7s. 6d. eaoh ; 16^ 
the pair. * 

My Snmmer Holiday; 

Being a Tooriat's Jottings about Tenby. Cloth, 2b. 



LONDON: WILLIAM FREEMAN, 102 FLEET STREET. 



FUBUOATIOHS OH CHUSOH FUTAHCE, 

AND 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS. 

BY THE BEV. JOHN BOSS. 

A Pcuiket containing one each of the following Tracts ca/n he had Poatfree on 

receipt ofZa. 6d, in Postage Stamps. 

THE INQUIBEB DIBECTED ; or, Six Beaooiui for Practislnff the Weekly Offexin^r. Price 8s. 
per 100. 
jy.B —This Traot has been very carefully written, and is intended to prepare the way 
for the introduction of the system, and is therefore most suitable for general distri- 
bution. 

WEEELT-OFFEBIXa BECOBD. 8s. per 100. A Quarterly Compendium of Arguments and 
Facts. 

aiVING HADE BAST AND PLEASANT : the New Testament Bule of Christian LiberaUty, 
by Weekly Offerinfirs. 82 pp. iu coloured wrapper, price 4d. 

WEEKLT OFFEBINGS : A Traot for General Distribution. Thirtieth Thousand. Is. per 100. 

CHBISTIAN BENEFICENCE. Thirtieth Thousand. 8s. per 100. 

PEW BENTS : Their Character and CorrectiTe. 8s. per 100. 

THE BIBLICAL CATECHISM ON THE DEDICATION OF PBOPEBTT. Twenty-fLfth 
Thousand. 8s. per 100. 

THE LOBD'S DAT OBLATION: An Inquiry into the Praotioe of the Primitive Churchesw 
Price 4d. By the Bev. William Elliot. 

THE CHUBCHES, THE PEOPLE, AND THE PEW SYSTEM. By A Layican. Price 6d. 

THE CHUBCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT; or. Scripture Teaohinm concerning the Sove- 

reign, the Statute-Book, the Constitution and Polity* the Tribunal and the Bevenlies of 

the Church of Christ. Crown Syo^ Is. 

THE MODEL CHUBCH ; or, The Nature, Constitution, Government, and Characteristics of 
the Christian Church in New Testament Times. By the Bev. L. B. Bbown, Berwiok-on- 
Tweed. In Crown Svo, price Is. 

OUTLINE OF NEW TESTAMENT CHUBCH PBINCIPLE8, with Appendix, Ac. Ac. 
Compiled by Bev. Alsxandbb Kisq. 0d. 



A TABLET, with Moveable Figures, for Exhibiting the amount of each Week's Offerings. 
Price 2s. 

CHURCH FINANCE. 

Acoonnt-Books, &c., for Weekly Offerings. 

». d. 

ACCOUNT-BOOK, A, for Congregation of about 90 Members, for three years, . . 8 

„ B, for Congregation of about 180 Members, for eighteen months, 8 6 

„ No. I., for Congregation of about 200 Members, for three years, . 7 6 

„ No. II., for Congregation of about 850 Members, for three years, 10 6 

„ No. IIL, for Congre^iration of about 000 Members, for three years, 15 
Books for Churches of greater or less number of Congregation than tiie fore- 

goinfr, and for a shcnter period than three years, can be nad if required. 

PES, printed and adhesive, per 1000, 6 

„ for 6000, at per 1000, 4 

BOXES to receive the Weekly Ofluings, in polished oak or d^al, according to size and 

pattern, from 10 6 



PEBFOBATED COMMUNION TICKETS, on stout white cards, 08. per 100 cards. Each 
card, containing tidcets for twelve months, with the name of the Church and Pastor printed. 
A Speoimen sent on receipt of Postage Stamp. 



8EBM0N PAPEB. 6s. per Beam. 



AUihe above are sent Carriagefree on receipt of Published Price* 
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